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ABSTRACT

Study on the Hakka Drama Troupe Long Feng Yuan— with a discussion on the
development and evolution of Hakka tea- picking drama

By
Hsu chin-yao

June 2006
ADVISOR: Prof. Lin Fong-Shiung
DEPARTMENT: GRADUATE INSTITUTE OF FOLK ARTS
MAJOR: FOLK ARTS
DEGREE: MASTER OF ARTS

This paper has taken the Hakka Drama Troupe Long Feng Yuan as the target of the
study. The paper offered a view on the development and evolution of Hakka tea-picking
drama through the rise, development, operation, management, repertoire and
performances of the Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe.

Apart from the introduction and conclusion, the paper is divided into four descriptive
chapters. The opening chapter is the statement of the author’s cause for the research,
target of the research, methods of research and literature reviews. The next chapter is a
description of the rise and development of Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe and goes into
detail about the environment in which the troupe manager Mr. Li Yung Chien grew up in
and his relationship with drama; the establishment and development of the drama troupe;
its current status, existing problems, future and outlooks. The third chapter shifts the focus
to the operation and management of Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe; how the troupe was
run and Mr. Li’s management styles. The chapter also looks at the collaboration between
Mr. Li and the Taiwanese Hakka Drama Development Association to create plans of
action that would benefit the operation of the troupe. The fourth chapter is a description
on the repertoire and performances by Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe, giving an account
of the list of dramas performed by the troupe and an analysis of their scripts. In particular,
the scripts of The grass is not greener on the other side, Tale of the Golden Turtle and Mu
Lien's Rescuing of his Mother performed by the troupe would be analyzed separately on
the subjects of “script source” “plot and uses of tunes”, “character analysis” and “play
consciousness”. The last chapter of the paper is an account of the development and
evolution of Hakka tea-picking drama: a look at the development and characteristics of




the performance, its relationship with the Taiwanese opera and the present status and
future outlooks of Hakka tea-picking drama through the Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe
perspective.

The conclusion: the objective of the paper is to provide an account of the development
and evolution of Taiwanese Hakka three-character tea-picking dramas and full-staged
performances through the perspective of Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe. The author has
divided the development of Hakka three-character tea-picking drama into five stages and
the evolved, full-stage performance into six. As of now, Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe
only gives about 50 performances within a year; a majority being outdoor stage
performances and occasional hall performances. Mr. Li felt that the management of the
troupe could only be considered as part-time job, and his perseverance in running the
troupe was out of the sense of mission to spread the traditional Hakka culture. Mr. Li also
mentioned that his assumption of multiple responsibilities was of no significant help to
the promotion of troupe affairs. He believes that the manager of the troupe should be
dedicated to the specific duties of a manager to better serve the troupe. Nonetheless, the
Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe still has its unique characteristics, such as its crew of
experienced crews who excel in improvisations, traditional Hakka tea-picking
performances, historical plays and family dramas. If the troupe is able to enlist a couple of
talented young performers to take on the leading roles and renew their props and costumes
to refine their performances, the troupe may still be in a good position to do well in the
future. Finally, the author has listed eight concrete operational strategies and plans of
action for relevant authorities and the Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe as suggestions: with
regards to suggestions the author has for the government, he is in the opinion that the
Council of Hakka Affairs, Executive Yuan should create a “Hakka Drama Unit” whose
main function is to promote the revival of Hakka Dramas and carry out relevant research
or to plan and construct a multi-purpose “Hakka Drama Theater”. The authorities may
also consider the inclusion of Hakka drama presentation areas in the Hakka Museums and
theme parks in order to reinforce the research, preservation, heritage, promotion and other
efforts related to Hakka tea-picking drams. It would be feasible for the government to
learn from the French government’s efforts in providing assistance and subsidies to
performing troupes for practical means of supporting Hakka drama troupes. As to the
operation of the Taiwanese Hakka Drama Development Association, the author has
suggested Mr. Li to hold regular meetings and that the board members of the association
(including the post of General Secretary) should be elected through normal voting
processes so that the association may function better to seek out rights and benefits for
Hakka drama troupes and performers.

Key terms: Long Feng Yuan Drama Troupe, The grass is not greener on the other side,
Tale of the Golden Turtle, Mu Lien's Rescuing of his Mother
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