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The Study of the “Three Consecrations” in the Liu Tui
Hakka Area of Taiwan

Abstract

The Hakka are a subgroup of the Han Chinese and thus have been deeply
influenced by the Han culture since ancient times. One of their characteristics is that
they value etiquette and respect the gods and ancestors. For example, there are
sacrificial activities on different scales for funerals and festivals. For thousands of
years, sacrificial rites play an indispensable role in people’s lives and even consoled
the uneasy soul. Therefore, when the Hakka people migrated to Taiwan, they also
brought their traditional customs and beliefs to their new home. Most of their
sacrificial activities take certain forms, among which the “Three Consecrations”
ceremony is the most common.

This study mainly focuses on the Three Consecrations performed in the Liu Tui
Hakka area of Taiwan, and is divided into five chapters: The first chapter discusses
previous research results and determines the research scope and limits; the second
chapter explores the origin and changes of the Three Consecrations as well as its
meaning to the Hakka by examining historical documents. It is found that the Three
Consecrations, originating from the “Three Sacrifices” of the Chou Dynasty,

99 ¢

comprises “first sacrifice,” “second sacrifice” and “final sacrifice,” and had been the
principal ritual in national sacrificial rites since the Han Dynasty. The term “Three
Consecrations” was first seen in the Sui Book, which mentioned that the term was
already being used in the later Qi Dynasty. It was not until the Ming and Qing
Dynasties that the Three Consecrations, other than in official sacrificial rites, was used

by common people to pay respect to gods, spirits and ancestors.

Chapters three and four document the Three Consecrations performed in Lui Tui
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on festivals and at funerals, with a layout of the ceremony provided to give an overall
picture of the rite. Moreover, the rite is compared with its ancient version to determine
the differences. Chapter five concludes this study: it confirms that the Three
Consecrations used in Lui Tui came from the ancient customs of central China, with
up to 70 percent of the rite remaining identical. The rite has changed somewhat over
time and has been influenced by individual factors, such as ritual performers’
backgrounds, as well as cultural factors, such as Buddhism, Taoism and the local
customs of southern Fujian.

As the older generations are replaced by the younger generations, the tradition of
the Three Consecrations has gradually eroded. It is hoped that in the future more
people who are enthusiastic about Hakka affairs can promote, conserve and pass on

the cultural heritage of the Three Consecrations.

Keywords: Hakka, Lui Tui, Three Consecrations, funeral, sacrificial rite
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