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Abstract
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Title of thesis : Settlement,Worship,and Ritualists-Using Shanlin
District Ciziliao Worship Rituals as a Center for Observation
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Abstract - As stated by the Council for Hakka Affairs of the Executive Yuan

during the 2009 Nationwide Hakka-Ceonference, an ethnic group is virtually
extinct without its culture, The Hakka folk culture, after a long period of
neglect, is struggling to-continue its cultural tradition. This study conducts a
comprehensive observation and exploration of the ritualists and worship
rituals of Hakka settlement in Ciziliao in Shanlin District and the nearby area
through literature teview, participant observation, and interviews. Field data
collection was alse.added to aid observation for worship rituals at different
levels.

Traditional Hakka worship activities mostly follow certain ceremonial rituals.
Therefore, this study uses the “ritual sphere as-the premise and explores the
cultural meaning of traditional rituals of-Hakka settlement through worship
activities and ritualists in Ciziliao, Shanlin District. The content is divided
into seven chapters. Chapter One is the introduction. Chapter Two explores
the concept and origin of the ritual sphere, traditional Hakka worship rituals
(rituals of qifu or fortune prayer, huanfu or fortune repayment, and pudu or
universal salvation), the origins of the three offerings and nine offerings
ceremonies, and the responsibilities of the ritualists and geomancers. Chapter
Three describes the research design and practice methods of this research
study. Chapter Four explores the development of the Ciziliao settlement and
the settlement ritualists. Chapter Five documents the worship activities of the
Ciziliao settlement, focusing on practical observation and study of the three
offerings ceremony facilitated by the ritualist. Chapter six further analyzes the
characteristics of Ciziliao worship rituals. Final conclusion and suggestions
are proposed in Chapter Seven.

il



This study finds that the Ciziliao settlement worship rituals have the
following characteristics: 1. Settlement recognition and mutual care are
expressed through the participation of worship rituals; 2. Ritualists who are
the key master of ceremonies for these traditional Hakka worship rituals are
having hard time finding successors; 3. Caring for the wandering ghosts and
praying for God’s blessings rituals at gratuitous graves for the anonymous
dead are special rituals with local characteristics; 4. The processions for qifu
(fortune prayer) and huanfu (prayer repayment) in Ciziliao Village and nearby
Citongkeng Village and Banchan Village overlap each other. The fact that
different local groups are holding identical worship rituals (fortune prayer and
fortune repayment) for the same god (Bo-gong or earth god) with processions
that transcend the village border indicates the complexity of the settlement’s
identity—a mixture of Hakka identity, geographical identity, and the phoenix
hall belief identity. In general, the worship rituals of Ciziliao Village
settlement present aspects of the settlement life and belief, including
residents’ prayer for god’s blessings, respect for the wandering ghosts at
gratuitous graves, and the harmonious friendships among settlements, and
exhibit recognition for one’s family and settlement identity.

Key word : Settlement, worship, ritualist, ceremony of three offerings,

ritual sphere
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