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A Study of Hakka Crafts in Leo-Dwei Temples

Abstract

Lee, Zenpin
Assistant Professor,

Department of Visual Arts Education, National Ping-Tong Teachers College

The crafts forms of Hakka temples are different from Minlan temples. The
purposes of this study were: (1) the investigation of the Leo-Dwei temples; (2) the
special Hakka crafts of the Leo-Dwei temples. The results are:

1. There are 299 temples in Ping-Tong Leo-Dwei. The San-Sun King Temples have
lots of Hakka crafts.

2. The five kinds of Hakka temples crafts in Ping-Tong Leo-Dwei are: (1) The four
word-signs of allegiance, piety, constancy, and charity on the temples walls present
what Hakka ancestry civilized progeny -- albeit the main gods of temples are not the
presentative historical figures of the four word-signs. (2) To use lots of craving crafts of
writing material and word-enthrone buildings to present what Hakka crowd
apotheosizes academy and respect scholars. (3) The spiritual tables of milling or
flushing marble present the Hakka spirits of austerity and simplicity. (4) The milling
marble floor of tobacco leaves type present the Hakka souvenirs in Ping-Tong
Leo-Dwei -- albeit the real farm land of tobacco leaves is Mei-Lon. (5) It is very
especial crafts that the cravings and paintings of temples in Ping-Tong Leo-Dwei
present the portraits of plebeian farmers working, because the themes and principals
cravings and paintings of temples crafts usually are historical allusions and figures.

The suggestions are: (1) To chronicle the craft forms of temples because of the
disappearance of crafts. (2) To dissuade the trend of tiling crafts because of disrupting
visual aesthetics.

Key words: Ping-Tong Leo-Dwei, Hakka, temple, crafts.
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