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Ethnic Groups ~ Industry and Social Capital :

A Case Study of The “Wholesaler” in Pingtung Betel Nut Commercial Business

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explore if the different ethnic culture will
affect the economic behavior of the different ethnic groups. Through carefully
observing the patterns and method of management in Pingtung Betel Nut
Commercial Business, | hope to find economic behavior and attribute of the two
ethnic groups“Hoklo” and “Hakka”. In 1980, There were plenty of Hoklo and
Hakka betel nut farmers began to step into the wholesale of betel nut commercial
business at Pingtung. This article treats these farmers need some kind of
resources from farmer to businessman, such as : seed money, operation
money,the knowledge of management, administrant technology, human
resources , etc, and how to get these resources ?

In other words, what kind of context and social capital allowed these farmers
for businessman and formed a society of class mobility. Hence, this article will
analysis the Hoklo and Hakka betel nut businessman’s social capital and their
ethnic patterns and culture from observing the wholesales’ beginning, the
wholesales’ function, the wholesales’ management. However, | will focus the
Hoklo and Hakka betel nut businessman how to build the relation of confidence
with other betel nut farmers and between wholesales for reducing business

environment risk.

Keywords : Hoklo and Hakka ethnic culture, ethnic economic, social capital,

Pingtung betel nut business, wholesales
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