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Punya and Immortality : The Research of Temple Emolument Tablet in
Sinpu

student : Yu-Han Wang Advisors : Dr.Lieh-Shih Lo

College of Hakka Studies Degree Program of Hakka Society and Culture
National Chiao Tung University

ABSTRACT

This research is based on the emolument tablet which is often ignored in previous
researches. In addition to master god and subordinate god, the emolument tablet is also
worshiped by people and enshrined by the temple ritualist. The emolument tablet is available
for both dead and living people. Besides, a special position of hierarchy is attained either by
their contribution to the temple or local community or by paying money. From the
observation of the emolument tablet in Sinpu, the status of emolument tablet in Sinpu area is
obtained and we could propose a model for it. There are three major temples chosen for
different temple properties: Yimin Temple for the ideal type of public temple; Sansheng
Temple for ideal type of private temple; Yutian Temple for the mixed type of public temple.
Through the discovery of names on emolument tablets, we could figure out possible reasons
why the number of female’s emolument tablets is larger than male’s. According to the
comparison of names on the emolument tablets in the three major temples and the paternal
clan phenomenon in Sinpu area, we could discuss the relationship between paternal clan and
emolument tablet. From the important process of enshrinement, we could understand the
value of the existence of emolument tablet by detailed analysis of the enshrinement, the
participant in enshrinement, the space arrangement, the existence of supernatural and the
recurrence of sacred myth. This research concludes that the punya and immortality is included
in the emolument tablet. punya emolument tablet is given by the temple to those whom were
contributive to local community and is accepted by local community and temple. Immortality
emolument tablet is available by personal volunteer contribution to the temple and the temple
accepts the contribution. Thus, the immortality of the immortality emolument tablet comes
from the punya by recurrence of myth and the protection by God through punya parinama.

Keywords : Sinpu ~ temple ~ punya - immortality ~ emolument tablet - paternal clan - parinama -

recur
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