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Abstract

The Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum Band is a traditional Hakka folk group, and is quite
unigue among various types of folk group in modern Taiwan. Since 1947, the Hsin-Wa-Wu
Flower-Drum Band has also been associated with the development and reformation of the
Taiwanese society. It has recorded the changes and heritage of the Hakka groups for the
past 60 years. In recent years, the Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum Band has been considered
one of the important community cultural projects; therefore, it has significant influence on

the ethnicity, the community development, and cultural identity.

This research is based on the theories of semiology to recount the related literature,
the memories of participants, and individual viewpoints by means of field work via oral
accounts and documented materials. The research records and describes precisely and
systematically the concept, operation, and phenomenon of the Hakka Flower-Drum from
aspects of ethnicity, community, performance and production. With further analysis and
interpretation, this research is expected to make connections of all the aspects of the

Flower-Drumm Band via language.

The thesis contains six chapters. The first chapter (Introduction) describes research
motive and goals, literature review, research methods, research scope and limit as well as
glossary. The second chapter (The Hakka and the Flower-Drum) outlines the Hakka, the
types and characteristics of the Hakka performing arts, and the origin of the Hakka
flower-drum. Chapter three (The Hakka Flower-Drum of Hsin-Wa-Wu) introduces the
Hsin-Wa-Wu settlement, and inquires into the origin, evolution and present situation of the
Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum Band. Chapter four, (Flower-Drum Band's Ethnography),
describes the establishment, formation, actors, roles, musical instruments, stage props,
techniques as well as the operationand the ways of performance of the Hsin-Wa-Wu
Fower-Drum Band, to gain further insight into its performance and artistic connotation.
The fifth chapter is Elaboration of the Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum, wherein the Hsin-Wa-Wu
Fower-Drum Band is regarded as one cultural carrier and its cultural significance and
connotation is analyzed. Chapter six is the conclusion and summary of this thesis as well
as suggestions and reflections on related issues for further research.

\Y



The Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum has become one of the important attributes of the
Hakka in Taiwan. It presents special esthetic characteristics of funny and sarcastic
consciousness in the Hakka culture. In addition, its loose and elastic construction endows
its performance with flexibility and diversity. The origin and development of the
Hsin-Wa-Wu Flower-Drum are synchronized with the times. With the current situation of
insufficient research on Hakka's folk group, this thesis may offer some suggestions and

future direction for the Hakka performing arts and cultural inheritance and development.

[ key words] : Hsin-Wa-Wu, Hakka flower-drum, performing arts, folk group, culture study;,
ethnomusicology.
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