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Exploring the Implementation and Difficulties of

Hakka Education in Kindergartens
Yu-Chi Liu
Graduate Institute of Early Childhood Education

National Chiayi University

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the implementation and difficulties of Hakka
mother tongue education in Kindergartens. In total, 13 kindergarten principals/directors, 7
kindergarten teachers, and 9 parents from fifteen kindergartens in Taoyuan County were
interviewed in this qualitative study. In addition, a local cultural activist was also
interviewed. The major findings of this study are as follows:

1. The motivations for the kindergartens to teach Hakka include: (a) gaining grants from
the government, (b) the advocacy of the Hakka cultural activists, (c¢) sharing the
resources from Hakka communities, and (d) the continuity of the ethnicism of Hakka
through the language and culture.

2. The rationales of teaching Hakka in the kindergartens include: (a) experiencing
multicultural life, (b) increasing the chances for intergenerational communication, and
(c) passing down Hakka language and culture.

3. The implementation of Hakka education in the kindergartens can be summarized as
follows: (a) The kindergarten principals and directors must find the Hakka language
experts by themselves. (b) The Hakka language teaching materials are lively and
interesting. (c) Immersion Hakka education in kindergarten makes children understand
and appreciate Hakka culture. (d) The teachers use variety of teaching materials in
teaching Hakka. (e) The Hakka teaching results are showing out with different
activities.



4. The Hakkas’ views of the Hakka mother tongue education in the kindergartens include:
(@) Children need to understand their mother tongue and pass down Hakka culture. (b)
While parents were not against the Hakka mother tongue education in kindergartens,
they still hoped that their children should learn mainstream languages. (c) Learning
Hakka language in kindergarten is fewer burdens.

5. The difficulties of Hakka education are: (a) Children rarely have chances to speak
Hakka. (b) The kindergarten principals, directors, teachers, and parents attach less
importance to Hakka education. (c) Teaching materials are limited. (d) Some
kindergartens are averse to teach Hakka because they feel preparing the reports and the

competition are very troublesome. (e) Hakka education is affected by ethnic factors.

Keywords: kindergarten, mother tongue education, Hakka education,

Hakka
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