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Taiwan’s Eastern Hakka ? A Study of Ethnic Relations and Ethnic

Identity of Two Hakka Communities in Yuli, Hualien

Abstract

Hakka studies in Taiwan have developed rapidly over the past few years. Most
Recent Hakka research, however, cannot really reflect the situations of Hakka in
eastern Taiwan. Specific regional characteristics are essential in understanding the
eastern Hakka. This thesis focuses on the ethnic identity of Hakka people in eastern
Taiwan. I propose to explore the unique situation of Hakka in eastern Taiwan from
three aspects: 1) a comparison of history and community development between Hakka
in the western and eastern Taiwan; 2) the differential involvement of Hakka Cultural
Movement of the 1980s between Hakka people in the two regions; and 3) the
influences of contemporary institutional establishments of Hakka affairs on Hakka in
eastern Taiwan.

The thesis consists of three major parts.  First, I explore the historical formation
of Hakka community in different regions of Taiwan. The historical trajectories of
Hakka communities in western Taiwan during the past three hundred years and during
the past hundred years in eastern Taiwan are considered to be one of the major factors
in understanding the contemporary ethnic identity of the Hakka in eastern Taiwan.
The traditional approach of an essentialist assumption of ethnic identity was applied
to understand Hakka’s attitudes toward language, marriage and culture. Second, the
degree of differential exposure and involvement in the Hakka Cultural Movement,
especially in the 1988 Rally for “Give Me Back My Mother Tongue (=% =/ ?Fﬂ\iﬁ:%
i7),” between people in the two regions was explored. Through studies of extant
literature as well as interviews, I find out that the Hakka ethnic movement had little
influence on Hakka in eastern Taiwan. Third, with regards to contemporary
resurgence of Hakka Identity in the eastern Taiwan, I think the recent institutional
changes in the Hakka affairs play important roles. The formation of the Council for
Hakka Aftairs at Executive Yuan, and the broadcasting of a Hakka TV channel, and
other changes have great impact on the eastern Hakka people. They are exposed to a
top-down Hakka cultural movement for the first time, and their unique ethnic identity
was formed as a result.

Key words: Hakka cultural movement, constructionism, ethnic relations, ethnic
identity, Hakka of eastern Taiwan
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