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A Comparative Study of the Meixian Hakka Dialect in Taiwan,

Mainland China, and Malaysia

Abstract

The Meixian Hakka dialect is the representative of Hakka in the Han language.
Today’s Meixian (Mei County) used to be the four counties governed by Jiaying
provincial government in the Qing Dynasty. Therefore, the Meixian dialect spoken by
the Hakka people who immigrated to Taiwan from the Jiaying province at the
beginning of Qing Dynasty is called Sixian(four-counties) dialect. The pronunciation
of Sixiandialect in the north and the south is slightly different. Thus, the Sixian dialect
in Taiwan is separated into the north Sixian accent and the south Sixian accent.

At the end of the Qing Dynasty and the beginning of the Republic of China, a
large number of Hakka people migrated to south eastern Asia and showed economic
strength which should not be underestimated. In this study, I collect the Meixian
Hakka dialect of Sabah, where the largest proportion of Hakka people live, and
compare it to the north Sixian accent, the south Sixian accent, and the Meixian dialect
to present the Meixian dialects in four places at different migrating periods.

The corpus in this study includes the north Sixian accent, the south Sixian accent,
the Meixian dialect, and the Malaysian Meixian Hakka (Sandakan). By analyzing the
corpus of these four places, | will make a comparative study on the contemporary
Meixian dialect, the Meixian dialect immigrated from Meixian to Taiwan at the
beginning of Qing Dynasty, and the Meixian dialect migrating from Meixian to south
eastern Asian after the establishment of the Republic of China. These Meixian Hakka
dialects share the same origin, but they come from different areas, different migrating

periods, and different language environments.
i



Through the academic data and the field research, I collect and organize the
corpus. This study includes the corpus of 2,152 pronunciations and explains the 290
entries according to differences and common traits.

Besides, this study makes a comparison and contrast of the initial and final
consonant and the ancient Chinese sound for these four dialects. Therefore, it can
serve as completedata and a reference for the pronunciation corpus of the four

varieties of Meixian Hakka dialects.

Keyword: Hakka, north Sixian accent, south Sixian accent, Meixian dialect,
Malaysian Hakka
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1930 | 4& RN tsit? tsit tsit® tsit?
1931 #& ERUSEEE | tshiap® | tshiap® | tshiap® | ts"an®
1932 | FHBAVT A $5775 tshit? tshit? tsit! tshit?
1933 =) EalE A EA== I sen® sen® sen* sin®*
1934 | 2 fERHIVUSEE L | sian™ sian™ sian™ sian™
1935 | fiE fEREPU B3y | sian® sian’! sian’’ sian>*
1936 5 FEBH I A S50 siak? siak? siak’ siak?
1937 | 4% FEEAVUSEE B kin** kin®? kin** kin?*
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e | EFE FE | dbuis | EIrUR% TiHA FiHA
i (HE) | (EA) (LLHFTHR)
1938 = FERE U R kin>> kin>> kin>3 kin>°
kaljss kanss ka1353
1939 | %K« AU AR R, | ankan®™ | askan® | awkapn™ kin®*
1940 o FEEHIU A$5 5 kit? kit? kit kit?
1941 e FEERVU A 55 kit? kit? kit kit?
1942 Z FHEEHO S [H hin'! hin! hin? hin'?
1943 il FHBHVU S H hin' hin'? hin? hin'
1944 I FEBAVUE & hint! hint! hin'! hin'!
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HAHEE Tag > Tak e
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GED) (EEB) CLLFTHRD)
1. }I’:E% 81]24 e31 al:]33924 e31 alj44%351:]e 81324 tsai31
17 7 w5 7
2. =145 t"in®® fun® t"in> fun® talj53 fun* t"in> fun?
ELE ELE B T
3. @%% iOl]ll mi24 e31 iOl:]ll mi33924 e31 nOl:]ll ni44ﬂ35 ie VOl:]ll |i11
LRl LRl P i
4. §EK t"ak® mi® t"ak® mi® t"ap® mi*! ta** mi*!
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156 & BEfE a1 #R
Qmae | EF FE | dbiuis | EuEk TiHA FiHA
i (HE) | (FB) CLLFTHRD)
1945 | BE e R | kPop™ k"on** kuan®! k"on*!
1946 | fHu & PP vap'! vap'! vap'! vap'!
1947 | FEre | S EABLE van™ vap™ vap™ van>
1948 B FHEE fun® fun®>
vag'! vag'! vap™! lug®®
1949 N T & SR fen! fen! fen™ fen'!
1950 = HE - AKRH vak’ vak’ vak® vak’
157 &= BF/Mae= g el
gl | EFE FE | Jbiuis | Rk TiHA FiHA
R (EFE) | (FB) CLFTHRD)
1951 b G =P hiun®* hiup*? hiup** hiun®*
1952 25 HE =K sintt
iug™ iug™ iug™ siug™
1953 7k ME= FE iun? iun3! iun®! iun®!
1954 K & =R iun! iun! iun? iun’t
1955 feH e =5 % kPen?* kPen33 kPen** kPen*
1956 b= e =F5E kMiun kMiunt? kMiun'? KMiun'?
tshiug
1957 | & FHE =D in't in
ian™* ian™* ian™* ian""
1958 | & HEZAELL it® it® it> it>
1959 % HE=AELL it® it® it® it
1960 | & &I in*t in*t in*t in™
S O "7 EE Tag,~Ten ~ ABEHEES ak o
MgE O =%F8R; Tiug ;~Tian )~ Ten ;> 28 "iun ;~Tin ~ AEE it -

fEE IS 3GE Ting e
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16.1 e —  HE
ok | EF e | JbrURR | mEuik % %
i (w5 | (FR) CLLETHR)
1961 i~ We— AEE puk? puk? puk’ puk?
1962 | {Pa He— AR p"uk? p"uk? puk? p"uk?
1963 = e LE p gt p"ugt p"uptt p"u
1964 % e LE p gt p gt p"uptt p"u!
1965 | Hw wmeE— AR p"uk® p"uk® puk? p"uk’
7K 7K AT
1966 | ZF WE—VFHE | mugt mun** mun*! mup*!
1967 /N He— AEH muk? muk? muk! muk’
1968 | IR A tup® tun®> tun™ tup®*
1969 | e — L E tun’’ tun® tun>* tun®*
1970 | f& me— &N | tug™ tun™* tup®* tun™
1971 | M EE—EEN | tug® tun® tun® tug®
1972 | Hf W — A tun> tun® tun> tun>
1973 i e LEA thug?® thug® thug® thun?
1974 f e PR g g gL g
1975 | ffer | WA —LEEE | tug® tun®* t"up® t"up™
1976 I We—EE | tupg® t"up> t"up®? t"up>
1977 = e EEE g thug gt gt
1978 |  #f WE—VHEE | tug? t"up™ t"up™ t"up™
1979 ! WE—FHEE | tugt t"up™ t"up™ t"up™?
1980 f& WE—FHEE | tugt t"up™ t"up™ t"up™?
1981 | = WE—VEE | tugt t"up™ t"up™ thup*?
1982 fieg WE—FHEE | tugt t"up™ t"up™ t"up™?
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ok | EF e | JErURER | mEuik % %
i (#E%R) | (FR) CLLETHR)
1983 | ) me—LF#EE | tup® t"un® t"up®? t"up>
thu1:]24 thu1:]33 thulj44 thu1:]24
1984 [ Bo—EEE t"un® t"up> t"up®? t"up>
% lup™ | fE lup'! % lup™
1985 | J& He—ARE t"uk® t"uk’ t"uk® t"uk®
1986 | & He—ARE t"uk® t"uk’ t"uk® t"uk®
1987 | & EE—2EE | nugt! nun'! nup™ lup*
1988 e WE—FHEK | wm nulj11 i hulj11
IUIJZ4 |u1333 Iul:]44 IUI:]ZA
1989 | H& WE— K lun* lun™ lun* lup**
1990 | i e LER lup™ lun™ lun* lup™
1991 7 WE— AR nup> nup> lup™ lun™
1992 | fH Wa— ANEXR luk® luk® luk® luk®
1993 | #% | WEEAER | ek luk® luk®
s luk® luk’
1994 2= WE—VHEE | tsup® tsup™ tsun™ tsun”*
1995 | 4H me—LERE | tsup™ tsun>* tsup™ tsup®
1996 | HE(kE) | w@E—FEBE | tsup™ tsun™ tsup™ tsun>
1997 HE WE—FEE | ts'up® | ts"up® | ts"up® ts"up?*
1998 | A BE—VEE | ts"up® | ts"up® | ts"up™ ts"up?*
1999 | u[¥] BE—PHRE | ts"up™ | ts"up® | ts"up® ts"un?*
2000 = e ts"up™ ts"up™ ts"up™ ts"up™
2001 i HE—ABRKE ts"uk’ ts"uk® ts"uk® ts"uk®
2002 | #% WE—EEL | sup® sun> sun> sun>
2003 2H WE—ABRL suk’ suk’ suk’ suk®
2004 VAN WE—FERA kup?* kup*? kun** kun®*
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ok | EF e | JErURER | mEuik % %
i (#E%R) | (FR) CLLETHR)
2005 |« | EEFPHEE | kup® kun®® kun** kup*
2006 | T He—PEAE kup®* kup*? kun™* kup?*
2007 | Iy WE—FRA kup* kup® kun** kun**
2008 |  Aw WE—FRA kup* kun®® kun** kun®*
2009 | H BE—FEIER kup>> kup>> kup>? kun>>
2010 | %% mea—ANER kuk® kuk® kuk* kuk?
2011 | # me—ANER kuk® kuk® kuk* kuk?
2012 | ZEi WE—PEZE | K'ug® k"un® K"un** k"un®*
2013 | L He— b= k"un®! k"up®* k"up® K"up®
2014 EF% ﬁé %,ﬁé/j;— khUIJSS khUIJSS khU1j53 khu1355
2015 | Z%s | WE—FEXEZ | Kup® k"un®® K"un** k"un®®
2016 | SR HAE—ANEEZ s k"uk®
I8 kieu® | I kieu® | #X kiau®® | %X kiau®>
2017 | ke WE— VB fun! fun! fup! fupg™
j:jz phOISS Fi phOI55 J:ﬁ ph0|53 J:ﬁ pho|55

2018 | 4L BE—PRE fup™ fup™ fup! fup™
2019 | it e fun'! fun'! fup' fup™
2020 | B WE—PHE fun'! fun'! fup' fup™
2021 | 4T BE—PRE fup™ fup™ fup! fup™
2022 4 e vun™ vun® vun™ vunp®*
2023 | ZE WE—EEE | vug> vup> vun vun>
2024 = WE—ANEF vuk? vuk? vuk’ vuk?
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162 85—+ &k

IR | BT JiE | dbugR | Rk | R [j5i
e (w5 | (FR) CLLHTAR)
2025 =S A U tup® tun®> tun™ tup®
2026 B e — AR tuk’ tuk’ tuk’ tuk’®
2027 ® e — A KV tuk’ tuk’ tuk’ tuk?
2028 \Z}E @é_‘%;ﬁ@ thU1:]31 thU1j31 thUIJ31 thU1j31
2029 | H | HEEAKE | est'uk® | est’ulk® | thul® thuk’
sat"eu® | sat’eu
2030 | B WE—FELE | nugt nup™ nun™t lup™
2031 | WE—FLE | nugt nun'! nup'! lug**
2032 o= e | tsug® tsup™ tsun™ tsun™
2033 | %F HWE—ERE tsiun™
tsun® tsup™ tsun™ tsun™
2034 | FRw | WEPEEL | sug™ sun> sun™ sun®*
2035 K WE—ERL sun> sun> sun> sun>
e U —F N Tuy  ~ AERERE Tuk e
anFe R o dEPUR% T VO TR TR
(%) (ER’) CLLATAR)
1. ?T*% ta31 thuIJ31 ta31 thu1:]31 ta31 thU1]31 ta31 thUIJ31
(EEHEAR) FTHE FTH T4 T4
2. Y58 ten”nup™(lun') ten®®>** nup™ ten* > Jup™* tien®® lun™
Y& BE Y& BE raBE raBE
3. f@EE ien**ham™ ian® % ham™ ian** tshu1j44 ien®"1 tshu1j24
NG Y il il

. — 11
ian® ts"un® "** ham
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16.3 e = 1 W=

Qmae | EF e dbruls | FEPURk TiHA FiHA
i (HE) | (FB) CLUFTAR)
2036 | | e =R IE fun™* fun® fun** fun™*
2037 | HH e = ERIE fun®* fun®® fun™ fun®*
i pup®® | s p"up®

2038 g e ANEIE fuk? fuk? fuk® fuk’
2039 | g WE=AEIE fuk® fuk® fuk® fuk®

puk2 puk2
2040 | i WE=AN=IE fuk® fuk® fuk® fuk®
2041 ol WE=AEIE fuk’ fuk’ fuk’ fuk’
2042 | f8 WESARIE | omefuk® | s fuk’ fuk® fuk®

sy puk’ srs puk’ p"at®

2043 | ¥ HEZSEREE | fup® fun® fun* fun™
2044 | 7B BEZABR fuk® fuk® fuk® fuk?

phukz phukz phukz
2045 s WE =R E p"un™ p"un™ p"up™ fup™
2046 | [l WE=ERE | fug® fun® fun® fun®
2047 | R WEZAESE fuk’ fuk’ fuk’ fuk’
2048 | R WEZAERSE fuk’ fuk’ fuk’ fuk’

phuks phuks phuks phuks
2049 18 WEZAERSE fuk’ fuk’ fuk’ fuk’
2050 | Z¥ WA= | mupg® mun> mun>> mun>>
2051 =i e = AJEHH muk? muk? muk! muk?
2052 Fz WE =K lup™ lup™ lup™ lup™
2053 7N WA= ABK liuk® liuk® liuk* luk?
2054 55 WEZAER liuk’ liuk liuk® luk®
2055 B HE= AR siuk? siuk? siuk! suk®
2056 ' WEZAERL | sssiu™ | sasiu®

s siuk ss siuk? siuk! suk?
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GmIE | EF e | JEUER | FEERA EEA ik
i (#E%R) | (FR) CLLFTAR)
2057 | WO SEEA | entsun® | entsup® | tsun® tsun®
srtun® | pntun®
2058 | & e SFEHAD | tsug® tsun™ tsun™ tsun®
2059 | s EEZEEM | tsup™ tsun™ tsup™ tsun™
2060 il e = AEH tsuk? tsuk? tsuk? tsuk®
2061 £ e = AEH tsuk? tsuk? tsuk? tsuk®
2062 | EHe | WEAEZAER | ts"uk® | ts"ulk’ hiuk* ts"uk?
2063 | & BE=VEE | ts"upt | ts"up | ts"up™ ts"up™
2064 | BE=2%% | ts"up® | ts"up® | ts"up®® ts"up™
2065 | &2 BEZPHEE | ts"up™ | ts"upg® | ts"upt ts"un™
2066 | 4g HE=ARBE sok’ sok’ suk’ suk®
siuk®
2067 | % WE=PHE | tsup™ tsun™ tsun** tsup”*
2068 | # WEZREE | tsug® tsun> tsup> tsup®
2069 i WEZARE tsuk? tsuk? tsuk! tsuk®
2070 g WEARE tsuk? tsuk? tsuk® tsuk?
2071 | 7 WE=YHRE | ts"up® | ts"up® | ts"up® ts"un®
2072 | % WE=EEE | ts"up® | ts"up® | ts"up® ts"un®
2073 - WE=AEE suk? suk? suk! suk?
2074 | K WEZAEM | wasuk® | wssuk® suk’ suk’
s siuk’® | e siuk®
2075 s WE = AEE suk? suk? suk! suk?
siuk?
2076 | &% e =R iug*t iug™ iun™ iup™
2077 | A BEZAEH niuk’ niuk’ niuk’ piuk’
2078 5 HE=EEA kiup** kiun™ kiun™* kiun**
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ok | EF D= e {00 = Ut % %
i (#E%R) | (FR) CLLETHR)
2079 95 e =R A kiun* kiun™ kiun** kiun**
2080 | = WBEZEHEE | kiug® kiup®? kiun™* kup?*
2081 | % BEZARR | Kiuk® | K'uk® K"iuk* K"iuk?
2082 | #38 | EEAZAEEZ | Kiuk k"iuk? K"iuk® K"iuk?
2083 B WE=FHEE | Kugh k"up™? k"up K"iup™
2084 | Fw | WEEZAEBE | hiuk’ hiuk® hiuk* hiuk?
2085 | HE WE=FHREE | iugt iung™ iun™ iun**
2086 | [ EEZHRLE | hiug™ hiug™ hiup™ hiug™
2087 il HE =R DL iug™ iug™ iun™ iug™
2088 5 HE=ZARLL iuk® iuk® iuk* iuk?
164 Wa= fHiE
ot | EFE D= B At = Ut EEA %
i () | (FR) (LLEFTHR)
2089 | Ef e =psEIE | fup® fun® fun* fun™
2090 | = e = P fun™* fun® fun** fun™*
2001 | | WS fun™ fun*
phu1:]24 phUI:]33
2092 | & | E&ZLEH | puw™ | pup™ | pup™ pun’’
2093 | # e = PsEE | fupt fun'! fup' fup™
2094 A WA TS | sufug™ | pefup! fup™
gulion™ | svlion' | phu1j11

2095 | ZF e = LS fun® fun®> fun™ fun>
2096 | & WE=FEHE fun® fun® fun™ fun®
2097 | kg | EEZLEAZE | pup® | p'up® | p'up® (12>
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ok | EF D= e {00 = Ut % %
i (#E%R) | (FR) CLLETHR)

2119 i WE= PR | tsup™ tsun™ tsun™* tsun™*
2120 | s HE= LT | tsup® tsup® tsup®' tsup>*
2121 | JE# WEZ LER | tsup™ tsun>t tsup™ tsup®*
2122 | Fis WE=FEHE | tsup® tsun> tsup™ tsup™
2123 | /& BEZAEE | tsuk tsuk’ tsuk’ tsuk’
2124 | fE BE=PHEE | ts"up®™ | ts"up® | ts"up® ts"up?*
2125 | fif HE=ANEE ts"uk® ts"uk? ts"uk® ts"uk?
2126 | H WA= AJER suk’ suk’ suk’ suk’
2127 | FHx WE=PHEE | tsup™ tsun™ tsun™ tsun™
2128 o WE = AJEE suk? suk? ts"uk? ts"uk?
2129 | & A= A JETE suk’ suk’ suk’ suk’
2130 | =H | BEZFHEH iug** iug™ iun™ iug™
2131 | & AE=AMH iuk® iuk® iuk® iuk®
2132 | 1§ WA= AEH iuk® iuk® iuk® iuk®
2133 |  J& WE TR | kiug® kiun™ kiupg™* kun**
2134 | ffhe | EEAZFHEER | kiup® kiun** kiupg™* kun®*
2135 | #t HE= FER | kiup® kiun®* kiup®" kup®*
2136 | fftx WE=EAR | kiup” kiun>> kiupg™* kun>>
2137 | R BE=FEZ | Kup® | KMup® | KMup® K"up®
2138 | WBEZAJEEZ | Kk | KNuk | K"ukt K"juk?
2139 | BE=ZEME | Kup® | Kup® | KMup® K"iup®
2140 | /3 BEZAEE | Kk K"iuk® K"iuk® K"iuk®
2141 & WEZAJEEE | piuk niuk® niuk’® niuk’
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i (w5 | (FR) CLLETHR)

2142 | Bk MEZAMEEE | piuk niuk’® niuk’® niuk’
2143 | Ha WA= VHEEE | hiug™ hiug™ hiup** hiun**
2144 X] e = B hiun** hiup™ hiup** hiun®*
2145 | Hs WA= HEEE | hiug™ hiup™ hiup** hiun®*
2146 | ZEw WE =R iug®* iup*> iug™ iup®*
2147 | & e =D iug™ iug™ iug™ iug™
2148 | 5K G = FE D iug™ iug™ iug™ iug™
2149 | B e = D iup** iup** iun™ iup**
2150 H e =EHEA iun™ iun™ iun> iun>
2151 ax HE = A& iuk® iuk® iuk’ iuk’

2152 | B | BEEASAMELL | wriok® | seiok’ iuk® iuk®
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MR MRl 5 V(SN
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