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Abstract

Many previous studies of Taiwanese Literature have regarded them as existence
of a Priority, neglecting why the necessity of Taiwanese Literature itself could be
needed and how the meaning of them. Due to a limited understanding from the
perspective of readers, this research draws an attention to the process of reception of
Hakkanese Literature. The emergence and development of Hakkanese Literature in
Taiwan has its historic implications, expressing in the different phases . Historically
speaking, Hakka have gone through several approaches in Taiwanese society, and
those Hakka writers have actively participated the creation of Hakka ethnic literature
after 1950s.However, the emergence of Hakkanese Literature could be defined
between the 1990s to the 2010s, it has performed itself as a representative entity of an
identity of Hakka ethnic people who makes an effort to preserve language, culture and
tradition under modernity.

My research focus on four main themes:

Firstly, the phrase of “Hakka” was formed since Chin Dynasty and reconstructed
from the Japanese regime. During the post-war period a convergence of the Hakka
discourse which arose in Guangdong Province during the 1930s and made a resonance
in Taiwan at a minor Intellecture circles. Following the loosening up of Taiwanese
political tensions in the 1980s, Hakka movement emerged and these activists made
the effort of “Restore My Mother Tongue Campaign” in 1988. The movement aimed
to participate the democratization of Taiwan and claimed legitimacy of Hakkanese
Literature. Therefore, the concept of Hakka ethnic group eventually emerged and took
a role in Taiwanese politics during the 1990s.

Secondly, Scholars and experts gathered together and insisted to define the
substance of Hakkanese Literature in the 1990s, nonetheless, little consensus had been
reached on aspects such as the definition of Hakkanese Literature, the subject matter
and the language used in writing. Yet the work of some highly distinguished pioneer
Hakkanese Literature writers, such as Wu Choliu, Chung Liho, Lee Ciao and Chung
Tie-min, had well established in academics as well as certain circles. However, the
development of Hakka movements contributed to the emergence of the Hakkanese
Literature. This research aims to check how the triggering of reception aesthetics
created the dynamic among readers and how it leads to a higher degree of expectation
for Hakka culture.

Thirdly, the majority of publications were inspired by the 1988 movement have
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shown themes of homeland-caring and conscious of losing mother tongue which
helped to strengthen the recognition and awareness of Hakka ethnic group. They are
Wu Jin-Fa, Tseng Kui-hai and Lan Bo-Zhou, and female writers such as Du-Pan
Fangge and Li Yu-Fang. But the establishment of Hakka affairs which include the
Hakka Affairs Council and Hakka Television in 2000, incorporating the Hakka
movement into governmental forces and encouraged various highly recognized
writers, including Gan Yao-Ming and Chung Wen-Yin to be spokesmen of Hakka.
Fourthly, some local governments hold “Mother Tongue Literature Awards” and
“Tung Blossom Literature Awards” and “Literature in Hakka Awards” which initially
organized by civil society have been emerged after 2010 . These awards show the
conditions such as work submissions, the covered topics, and the contents of award
winning pieces which marked the differences of the contemporary approach to the
Hakkanese Literature in comparison with the traditional approach. They emphasized
the parallel seems to develop a similar but diversity path. My study will try to answer
these new discussions which based on the writer’s identity, the language used in
writing, and the topic covered, indicating the evolvement of a new definition to

Hakkanese Literature and providing a new look for it.

Key words : Hakka - Hakka Literature ~ Literature in Hakka language - Aesthetics of

Reception ~ Social Construction
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