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Abstract

In this thesis, we aim to explore the metaphorical image coloring and cultural
implication of Hakka animal fixed expressions in terms of cognitive linguistics. We
collect approximately 700 animal fixed expressions. Such animals as birds, beasts,
insects, and fish are a major component of these expressions, which are classified into
four subcategories, viz. PEOPLE ARE ANIMALS, ANIMALS ARE ANIMALS,
PLANTS ARE ANIMALS, and THINGS ARE ANIMALS. Under the framework of
metaphor, we use concrete, familiar things to describe abstract concepts or things. The
mapping between the source domain and the target domain explains why a given
expression has a metaphorical meaning. Attention is also paid to the cognitive process
of concept formation and similarities/differences of the animal fixed expressions.

The connotations the four subcategories have differ, with the PEOPLE ARE
ANIMALS fixed expressions acquiring negative connotations and the others gaining
neither good nor bad connotations. Visual image and color can be clearly seen in the
ANIMAL ARE ANIMALS, PLANTS ARE ANIMALS, and THINGS ARE
ANIMALS expressions. Among the four animals, i.e., birds, beasts, insects, and fish,
beasts and fish are the most and least frequently used animals in the fixed expressions.
This is a direct reflection of the fact that Hakka is a people living in mountainous
regions. Within the animal metaphors, dogs outnumber other animals, including oxen,
monkeys, chickens, pigs, and cats, which are expressed in descending order. All these
animals but monkeys play important roles in an agricultural society. Oxen, monkeys,
and insects are frequently used to refer to naughty kids. The preference of using these
animals in the animal fixed expressions also indicates that Hakka people like to use
tamed animals as sources of metaphors. Many of the animal fixed expressions under
investigation are composed of the suffix ma, a derogatory term of females. This is also
one of the reflections of the Hakka cultures.

The animal fixed expressions can also be subdivided into four categories,
according to the Y element in the X-Y construction. They are X-hin (), X-mien (1),
X-lon (Y[1), and X-shi (5¢). Hin is used to refer to the representative feature of a given
animals and the X-hin expressions are most frequently found in the PEOPLE ARE
ANIMALS metaphors. In the X-mien expressions, the organ mien “face’ is used to
describe the characteristics of a person’s habits, actions, or behaviors. The X-lon
expressions are frequently found in the PLANTS ARE ANIMALS expressions. X-shi
is typically used as swear words, a result of the semantic extension of the word shi
‘feces’.

This study demonstrates that some aspects of Hakka cultures are implicitly
shown in the animal fixed expressions. These expressions are a clear indication that
Hakka is a diligent and practical people living in mountainous regions.

Key words : Hakka,Animal ,Fixed expression,Metaphor,Image coloring
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