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Abstract

Liuzhangli was a well-known Hakka settlement in northern Taiwan, with all the
inhabitant having a single-surname, the Lins. Two hundred years have passed, the
settlement has since disappeared from the contemporary map, and instead was
replaced by a specially shaped and culturally symbolized park called “Liujia Folk
Park”, with modern skyscrapers substituted for farms in former times. The drastic
changes was caused by twenty first century urban plannings, killers of rural
villages,which fostered great changes in landscape and rapid growth in population.
Compared with the tall buildings outside of the settlement, the park has preserved six
traditional buildings, and two traditional temples, all quite distinguishable from the
newly-built tulou building image of the College of Hakka Study at NCTU. How did
the settlement residents and the community interpret the changes of the landscape?
This study would like to begin with the local concern and discover the connection
between the landscape and identity under the historical and social development.

In spite of all the changes in landscape, this study believes that it was still very
difficult for people to part with identity in landscape. In addition, the Liuzhangli
settlement contains various relationships to identity. Hence, the present study aims at
four questions: 1) What were the landscapes preserved in Liuzhangli settlement? Why
were they preserved? 2) Who were the key agents of these landscapes? 3) For
different key agents, what were those relationships of identity between the preserved
and newly-constructed landscape symbolization? 4) How to interpret the commonness
and difference between the landscape symbolization and identity?

Thus, this study carries out relevant literature analysis, in depth interviews, and
the observations on ancestral worship and local community events. Under the thesis
guidelines and frameworks, this study hopes to depict a picture of the complete
relationship between the people and the landscape in Liujia District.

Keywords: landscape symbolization, landscape change, urban planning,
single-surnamed settlement, Liuzhangli in Hsinchu, identity
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