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Relationship between the Hakka and Others:

A Case Study of Jiadong Township,Pingtung County

Abstract

Jiadong Township of Pingtung County was organized by six so called "left-heap"
settlements.In 1945, Jiadong Township officially got its name and in 1950 it became a
part of Pingtung County.Current administrative jurisdiction extends to 12 villages and
213 neighboring.Among them there are six Hakka villages and six Taiwanese
villages.There is a small number of aboriginal and new immigrant women distributed
in each village in the region.In this region Hakka people can explore relationships
with other ethnic groups.

Early immigrants of the Jiadong township came from the Hakka area in
Guangdong Province,of the four counties that had Hakka as the main spoken language,
most had entered Jiadong township during the Qing dynasty,and a small portion of
immigrants entered Jiadong township from Hsinchu and northern regions during the
Japanese era.Afterwards,in 1949,With the Kuomintang troops entering Taiwan’s
Hakka areas,modern Sinpi,Takeda and Wanluan moved to Jiadong township.The
plains of the large area at the Central mountain range,and western foot of Wu
mountain were distributed between not only Hakka,but also Minnan; many women
immigrated Pingpu and Gaoshan clans,and among those immigrants Hakka and
Minnan percentage was fairly equal.Of the township’s population,the majority lived
in the coastal zone,the map indicates the distribution of Jiadong — Hakka villages on
the East side and Minnan villages on the West side.Regardless of the population and

land distribution among those villages,they account for nearly 40% of the entire



township.This research will focus on Hakka,their interaction and relationship with
Minnan and other clans in the area.This research will also cover Jiadong’s cultural
and ethnic life after cultures contact and interact with each other,as well as the events

and results of this.

Keywords: ethnic relations, Jiadong Hakka, Minnan ethnic group, aboriginal people,
new immigrant women.
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