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Research on Hakka’s Guayin Worship in Yung-Yuan Temple
of Linluoin Pingtung

Abstract

The research is mainly to probe intotheHakka’sGuanyin worship in Yung-Yuan
Temple of LinluoinPingtung, which is divided into six chapters.

The first chapter“Introduction” illustrates the motive, purpose, scope,
methodand steps of the research; the second chapter introduces the belief of Guanyin
worship (Bodhisattva of CompassionorGoddess of Mercy) and explores the origin of
the belief, the relevant legends of Guanyin, the significant Buddhist scriptures about
Guanyin, and the 33 statues of Guanyin, manifesting the merciful image of Guanyin.
The third chapter introduces the geographic environment and administrative district of
LinluoTownshipat first; then, narrates the history, architectural arts and hierarchical
organization of Yung-Yuan Temple.Interview the parish clerks in Yung-Yuan
Temple,localelders with a lofty virtue worthy of respect, and the members of reciting
scriptures etc.,to engage in deep interviews;whereupon, sorts out, analyzes and
induces the data so as to take truthfully down the records. The fourth chapter notes the
sacrificial activities, the ceremony of chanting Buddha’s names and sutras, as well
collects the stories of Bodhisattvaapparition in order to expound the social
relationship between the faith and the followers.The fifth chapter draws up the Hakka
elements in the faith of Guanyin worship in Yung-Yuan Temple. There are activities of
chanting Buddhist sutras in Hakka language,six bunches of flowers, as well as
Hakka’s figure of five blessings in the temple’s characteristics in the research. The
chapter also explores the reasons why the traditional artistry has been lost. In the end,
the sixth chapter concludes all the findings.

The faith of Guanyin has always been worshiped by peoples around
theworldenduringly though it has been changedfrom generation to generation.
Bodhisattva is the spiritual reliance, consolation, and the source of positive power for
the believers. It is expected that Yung-Yuan Templewould keep on sustaining the
religious culture and undertaking the great responsibility to pass on the heritage.

Keywords: Yung-Yuan Temple of Linluo, Hakka, Guanyin worship, sacrifice,
religious rites.
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